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proposed project). Under this alternative, outgoing wastewater flows would be between 7.5 and 10 gpm, which
equates to approximately 10,800 to 14,400 gpd, which would be similar to the peak day discharge for the
proposed project.

Hazardous materials use and storage during construction would be the same as the project. The sources of fuel
for this alternative would be the same as the project (solely renewable woody biomass). Direct combustion
systems are not typically as efficient as gasification systems. To generate two MW of power using a direct
combustion system, the plant would consume between 15,000 and 20,000 bone dry tons (BOT) of woody
biomass fuel annually, as compared to the 14,000 to 17,000 BDT of fuel required for the project.

Assuming 235 delivery days, an estimated 64 to 85 BDT of biomass material would be delivered to the siteon a
typical weekday. Based on the volume of material required to fuel the facility on a yearly basis and the number
of days that material could be delivered, it is estimated that up to 1,600 truck trips would occur annually under
this alternative, compared to an estimated 1,360 annual trips with the proposed project. All other fuel sourcing,
processing, handling, storage, and recordkeeping details would be the same as the project.

with forest-sourced woody biomass, generally there would be approximately three to five percent ash produced
per volume of woody biomass input (similar to the amount of biochar produced in a gasification system)
associated with this alternative. Therefore, the 15,000 to 20,000 BDT of woody biomass used in power
generation under the Direct Combustion Technology Alternative would yieid an estimated 450 to 1,000 tons of
ash per year, or between about 8 and 19 tons per week. This alternative’s volume of ash would be slightly more
than the proposed project’s volume of biochar, which would be 420 to 850 tons, or between 8 and 16 tons per
week of biochar.

The Direct Combustion Technology Alternative would result in similar environmental impacts as the project for
maost environmental resources. However, this alternative would result in greater environmental impacts in the
areas of criteria air pollutant emissions, GHG emissions, and potential groundwater impacts.

While this alternative would meet all of the project’s objectives especially those related to improving air quality
and GHG emissions associated with open burning of woody biomass, it would result in three additional
potentially significant impacts (criteria air pollutant emissions, GHG emissions, and potential groundwater
impacts) that would not occur under the project.

ALTERNATIVE SITE WITH GASIFICATION TECHNOLOGY ALTERNATIVE

This alternative includes the development of a two MW biomass energy facility at an alternative location within
the study area (i.e., Eastern Regional MRF and Transfer Station site) that would distance the plant from existing
residences and would eliminate the need to remove a temporary existing caretaker’s residence. The alternative
site is located nearly 0.5 mile northwest of the project site and adjacent to the haul road that provides access to
site operations in the northern part of the site. This alternative would occupy the same area {i.e., 3.7 acres) as
the proposed project. Access to the site would be via Cabin Creek Road, and vehicles traveling to and from the
site would be required to pass through the Eastern Regional MRF and Transfer Station scale house.

Improvements at the alternative site would include a paved access road extending from the haul road to the
site, and improvements to the haul road (e.g., paving a portion of roadway that is currently unpaved). This
alternative would include longer connections {i.e., for water, wastewater, and electricity) than the project; the
underground extension would be approximately 2,000 linear feet, whereas the existing utility lines are in Cahin
Creek Road, adjacent to the proposed project site. Because the alternative site is located uphill {an elevation
approximately 50 feet higher) from the existing well and water storage tanks, new pumping facilities would be
required to bring water to the alternative site. Tree removal associated with this alternative would be more
extensive than the project because this alternative would result in the removal of approximately 3 acres of
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Jeffrey pine forest (an estimated 94 trees), compared to approximately 1.87 acres (an estimated 44 trees} that
would be removed with the project. Nonetheless, this alternative would meet all of the project’s objectives and
would slightly reduce some environmental impacts (biological resources, and noise and air quality effects on the
existing caretaker residence). While some environmental impacts would be reduced, these impacts were
determined to be less-than-significant for the project. Therefore, this alternative would not reduce or avoid any
of the project’s significant impacts. Considering this, Placer County rejects this alternative primarily because it
would be within the fenced boundaries of the Eastern Regional MRF and Transfer Station site and it was the
desire of the Placer County Department of Facility Services that oversees MRF and Transfer Station operations,
that the proposed location would be preferable for facility operations. Further, it would require more costly
utifity line extensions, a new water pump, and would require removal of a greater number of trees.

FINDINGS OF FACT

The Placer County Board of Supervisors has reviewed the Final EIR for the Cabin Creek Biomass Facility Project,
consisting of the Cabin Creek Biomass Facility Project Draft EIR (July 2012) and the Cabin Creek Biomass Facility
Project responses to comments on the Draft EIR {Chapter 2} and Revisions and Corrections to the Draft EIR
(Chapter 3) (December 2012). The Placer County Board of Supervisors has also considered the public record on
the project, identified under “Record of Proceedings” above, and this Statement of Findings.

To the extent that these findings conclude that proposed mitigation measures outlined in the Final EIR are
feasible and have not been modified, superseded, or withdrawn, Placer County hereby binds itself to
implementing or ensuring the Applicant implements these measures. These findings, in other words, constitute
a binding set of obligations that will come into effect when the Placer County Board of Supervisors formally
approves the Cabin Creek Biomass Facility Project.

CEQA requires that when a public agency has made the findings under CEQA Guidelines Section 15091(a)(1)
relative to an EIR, the public agency must also adopt a program for montitoring or reporting on the revisions and
mitigation measures that will avoid sighificant impacts. The mitigation measures required of the Cabin Creek
Biomass Facility Project are outlined and identified in the document entitled Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program (MMRP) for the Cabin Creek Biomass Facility Project, December 2012. The MMRP is adopted
concurrently with these findings as required by Section 21081.6{(a)(1) of the Pubiic Resources Code.

The Board of Supervisors has reviewed the MMRP and finds that it meets the requirements of Section 21081.6
of the Public Resources Code by providing a monitoring plan designed to ensure compliance during project
implementation with mitigation measures adopted by this Board.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21081, for each significant effect identified in the EIR, the Placer
County Board of Supervisors must make one or more of the findings stated on page 1 of this document.

After reviewing the public record, composed of the aforementioned elements, the Placer County Board of
Supervisors hereby makes the following findings regarding the significant effects of the proposed project,
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21081 and Section 15091 of the State CEQA Guidelines. The numeric
references for each impact refer to the impact/mitigation label included in the EIR.
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: DISTURBANCE TO NESTING BIRDS AND POTENTIAL LOSS OF INDIVIDUALS
(IMPACT 5-1)

Construction activities related to the proposed project would include disturbance and/or removal of
approximately 1.87 acres of Jeffrey pine forest that could provide nesting sites for common and special-status
birds that are protected under Section 3503.5 of the California Fish and Game Code. Special-status birds that
could nest on site include white-headed woodpecker and olive-sided flycatcher. Both of these species are
considered Birds of Conservation Concern by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Olive-sided flycatcher is also
considered a species of special concern by the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG). Common species
such as western tanager (Piranga ludoviciana) and pine siskin {Carduelis pinus) could nest in the study area. If
active bird nests are present during tree removal and other ground disturbing activities in and adjacent to the
Jeffrey pine forest, project construction could disturb nesting birds. Disturbance to nesting birds could resultin
nest abandonment by the adults and mortality of young or eggs. This impact would be significant.

Finding
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.

Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to less-than-significant levels
effects to nesting birds and loss of individual birds. Placer County or its vendor will implement the foliowing:

Mitigation Measure 5-1

To avoid impacts fo nesting birds, trees and other vegetation shaill be removed from the project site during the
non-breeding season (September 1 to March 30) to the extent feasibie.

If vegetation removal is scheduled to occur during the nesting season (April 1 to August 31), the Applicant
shall retain a qualified biologist to conduct preconstruction surveys in suitable habitat on the project site. The
surveys shall be conducted no less than 14 days and no more than 30 days before the beginning of
construction. Survey results shall be sent immediately to Placer County Planning Services Division and to the
CDFG. If active nests are present on or immediately adjacent to the project site, Planning Services Division
staff shall initiate consuitation with CDFG to determine appropriate avoidance measures.

If na nests are found, no further mitigation is required.

Implementation of this mitigation measure would reduce significant impacts associated with the disturbance to
nesting birds and potential loss of individuals to a less-than-significant level by removing vegetation during the
non-breeding season and minimizing potential for loss of active nests.

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: CONFLICT WITH PLACER COUNTY TREE ORDINANCE (IMPACT 5-2)

With implementation of the proposed project, approximately 1.87 acres of Jeffrey pine forest on the project site
would be cleared and graded in preparation for construction of proposed project facilities. Approximately
44 trees would be removed from the project site.

The Placer County General Plan contains policies that aim to preserve and protect the valuahle vegetation
resources of Placer County. Specifically, General Plan Policy 6.D.6 directs the County to ensure the conservation
of sufficiently large, continuous expanses of native vegetation to provide suitable habitat for maintaining
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abundant and diverse wildlife. General Plan Policy 6.D.8 requires that new development preserve natural
woodlands to the maximum extent possible. Jeffrey pine forest is considered both native and natural woodiand.

The County’s Tree Ordinance is applicable to all native, landmark trees, riparian zone trees, and certain
commercial firewood operations. In accordance with the Tree Ordinance, a tree permit is required if a project
would remove more than 50% of existing native trees, 6 inches diameter at breast height {dbh) or greater. As
noted above, the proposed project would remove all trees from the site, approximately 44 trees. Therefore, a
tree permit would be required before any trees could be removed from the project site for project
development.

The removai of approximately 1.87 acres of Jeffrey pine forest would not represent a substantial reduction of
habitat, and the surrounding area provides similar and abundant habitat; however, their removal would
represent a conflict with the County’s Tree Ordinance. Therefore, this impact would be potentially significant.

Finding
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.

Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to a less-than-significant level
conflicts with the Placer County Tree Ordinance.

Mitigation Measure 5-2

(a) To reduce the loss of Jeffrey pine forest and protect individual trees on the project site, the Applicant
shall conduct a tree survey to determine the number and size of trees to be removed. The number of
trees to be removed shall be minimized to the extent feasible.

(b) The Appiicant shall obtain a tree permit from the County, as per the County’s Tree Ordinance. As
stated in the Tree Ordinance (12.16.080 Replacement program and penaities), the County may
condition any tree permit or discretionary approval involving removal of a protected tree upon (a) the
replacement of trees in kind, (b) implementation of a revegetation plan, or (¢) payment into the
County’s Tree Preservation Fund. Because the project site would not support replacement trees or the
implementation of a revegetation plan, the Applicant shall either replace trees at an offsite location or
contribute to the County’s Tree Preservation Fund; this will be determined by the County.

The replacement requirement may be calculated based uporn an inch for an inch replacement of the
removed tree(s) and may require minimum 15 galion size trees. The total of replacement trees may be
required to have a combined diameter of the tree(s) removed. A minimum of 50% of replacement
trees will be of a similar native tree. Replacement trees may be planted onsite or in other areas to the
satisfaction of the County Planning Services Division. Such replanting must not result in the over-
planting of a site such that an unsafe fire condition is created.

The County may decide that if the project site is not capable of supporting all of the replacement trees,
the Applicant shall pay the County the current market value, as established by an arborist, forester, or
registered landscape architect, of the replacement trees, including cost of installation, to go into a
Tree Preservation Fund.

Before Improvement Plans are approved, the Applicant shall provide proof to the County that one, or a
combination, of the mitigation options described above has been completed and/or funded. Proof of
mitigation fulfillment will also be provided to CDFG.

Placer County .
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Implementation of these mitigation measures (a and b) would reduce potentially significant impacts associated
with the loss of trees to a less-than-significant level by replacing trees that are rernoved by site development or
contributing to the County’s Tree Preservation Fund, which would fund the planting and maintenance of new
trees or conservation efforts directed at conserving or restoring existing functional value offsite.

CULTURAL RESOURCES

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: IMPACTS TO HISTORICAL RESOURCES (IMPACT 6-1)

The project site is located in a historic transportation corridor that contained the Lake Tahoe Railway and
Transportation Company (LTR&TCo) Railroad and the 1860 Tahoe-Truckee Toll Road. Therefore, the biomass
facility site could potentiaily contain remnants of a segment of these cultural resources or could contain historic
artifacts associated with these transportation facilities. While the field reconnaissance conducted on the project
site did not discover any evidence of historic resources, it is possible that buried or concealed historic resources
could be present and detected during project ground disturbing activities. Disturbance of previously
undiscovered historic resources would result in potentially significant impacts.

Finding
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.

Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to less-than-significant levels
effects to historical resources.

Mitigation Measure 6-1

if an inadvertent discovery of cultural materials (e.g., unusual amounts of shell, animal bone, glass, ceramics,
structure/building remains) is made during construction activities at the project site, ground disturbances in
the area of the find shall be halted and a qualified professional archaeologist shall be notified regarding the
discovery. The archaeologist shall determine whether the resource s potentially significant per the California
Register of Historic Resources (CRHR) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5 and will develop appropriate
mitigation to protect the integrity of the resource and ensure that no additional resources are affected.
Mitigation could include but would not necessarily be limited to preservation in place, archival research,
subsurface testing, or contiguous block unit excavation and data recovery.

Implementation of the mitigation measure described above would reduce potential impacts that could occur
due to the discovery of previously unrecorded historic or prehistoric archaeological resources, to less-than-
significant levels because if resources are discovered adequate measures would be implemented to protect and
preserve the resources.

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: IMPACTS TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES {IMPACT 6-2)

The project area falls within the center of Washoe territory, with primary use by the northern Washoe.
Archaeological evidence of their ancient subsistence activities are found along the mountain flanks as temporary
small hunting camps containing flakes of stone and broken tools. In the high valleys more permanent base
camps are represented by stone flakes, tools, grinding implements, and house depressions. While the
archaeological field reconnaissance conducted on the project site did not discover any evidence of archaeological
resources, it is possible that buried or concealed cultural resources could be present and detected during project
ground disturbing activities. Disturbance of previously undiscovered archaeological resources would result in
potentially significant impacts.
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Finding
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.

Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to less-than-significant levels
effects to archaeological resources.

Mitigation Measure 6-2
The Applicant shall implement Mitigation Measure 6-1 and 6-4.

Implementation of the Mitigation Measures 6-1 (above) and 6-4 {below} would reduce potential impacts that
could occur due to the discovery of previously unrecorded historic or prehistoric archaeological resources, to
less-than-significant levels because if resources are discovered adequate measures would be implemented to
protect and preserve the resources.

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: IMPACTS TO PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES OR UNIQUE
GEOLOGIC FEATURES (IMPACT 6-3)

According to standard procedures published by the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology (2010}, rock units with a
high potential for containing significant nonrenewable paleontological resources are those determined by
previous studies to contain vertebrate or significant invertebrate fossils. Paleontological resources have been
identified in the Truckee Basin area, in the vicinity of the project site including resources located four miles
southwest of Downtown Truckee and 5 miles northeast of Downtown Truckee near the Boca Reservoir. While no
paleontological resources have been recorded on the project site, because geologic units in the area have heen
known to support these resources, it is possible that buried or concealed paleontological resources could be
present and detected during ground disturbing activities. Risturbance of previously undiscovered
paleontological resources would result in potentially significant impacts.

Finding
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.

Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to less-than-significant levels
effects to paleontological or unique geologic resources.

Mitigation Measure 6-3

Before the start of grading and/or excavation, the Applicant shalf retain a qualified paleontologist or
archaeologist to train all construction personnel involved with earthmoving activities, regarding the possibility
of encountering paleontological resources at the site, the appearance and types of paleontological resources
likely to be seen during project construction, and proper notification procedures should such resources be
encountered.

In the event that paleontological resources are discovered during ground disturbing activities, grading and
construction work within 100 feet of the find shall be suspended until the significance of the features can be
determined by a qualified professional paleontologist as appropriate. A qualified professional paleontologist
shall then make recommendations for measures necessary to protect the find, or to undertake data recovery,
excavation, analysis, and curation of paleontological materials as appropriate.

Placer County :
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implementation of the mitigation measure described above would reduce potential impacts that could occur
due to the discovery of previously unrecorded paleontological resources, to less than-significant levels because
appropriate preservation measures would be impiemented to preserve significant paleontological resources if
they are discovered during project construction activities.

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: DISTURBANCE TO HUMAN REMAINS (IMPACT 6-4)

No known burials are present on the project site. Nevertheless, it is possible that buried remains could be
present and detected as a result of project ground disturbing activities. Disturbance of previously undiscovered
burials wouid result in potentially significant impacts.

Finding
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.

Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to less-than-significant levels
effects to human remains.

- Mitigation Measure 6-4

In accordance with the California Health and Safety Code, if human remains are uncovered during ground-
disturbing activities, potentially damaging excavation in the area of the burial shall be halted and the Applicant
shall contact the Placer County Coroner and a professional archaeologist to determine the nature and extent
of the remains. The coroner is required to exarmnine all discoveries of human remains within 48 hours of
receiving notice of a discovery on private or state lands (Health and Safety Code, Section 7050.5[b]). If the
coroner determines that the remains are those of a Native American, he or she must contact the Native
American Heritage Cormnmission (NAHC) by phone within 24 hours of making that determination (Health and
Safety Code, Section 7050(c]).

If the remains are determined to be those of a Native American, then the following shall occur:

(a)

(b)

The (State Historic Preservation Office (SHPQ), the Applicant, an archaeologist, and the NAHC-
designated Most Likely Descendant (MLD) shall determine the ultimate treatment and disposition of
the remains and take appropriate steps to ensure that additional human interments are not disturbed.
The responsibilities for acting upon notification of a discovery of Native American human remalins are
identified in Section 5097.9 of the California Public Resources Code.

The SHPO shall ensure that the immediate vicinity (according to generally accepted cultural or
archaeological standards and practices) is not damaged or disturbed by further development activity
until consultation with the MLD has taken place. The MLD shall have 48 hours to complete a site
inspection and make recommendations after being granted access to the site. A range of possible
treatments for the remains, including nondestructive removal and analysis, preservation in place,
relinquishment of the remains and associated items to the descendants, or other culturally
appropriate treatment may be discussed. Assembly Bill {AB) 2641 suggests that the concerned parties
may extend discussions beyond the initial 48 hours to allow for the discovery of additional remains. AB
2641(e) includes a list of site protection measures and states that the Applicant shall implerment one
or more of the following measures:

10
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..  record the site with the NAHC or the appropriate Information Center,
ii. utilize an open-space or conservation zoning designation or easement, and/or
ifi.  record a document with the county in which the property Is located.

(c) The County or its authorized representative will rebury the Native American hurman remains and
associated grave goods with appropriate dignity on the property in a location not subject to further
subsurface disturbance if the NAHC is unable to identify a MLD, or if the MLD fails to make a
recommendation within 48 hours after being granted access to the site. The County may also reinter
the remains in a location not subject to further disturbance if the County rejects the recommendation
of the MLD, and mediation by the NAHC fails to provide measures acceptable to the County.

Implementation of the mitigation measure described above would reduce potential impacts that could occur
due to the discovery of human remains, to less than-significant levels because appropriate measures would he
implemented to properly handle and inter any remains during project construction activities.

VISUAL RESOURCES

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: LIGHT AND GLARE IMPACTS (IMPACT 7-3)

Because of the 24-hour operations at the proposed biomass facility, exterior lighting would he required for the
main building, which would be up to 50 feet tall, parking, and other vehicle access areas, and the fuel yard area.
Security lighting would be wall-mounted along the perimeter of the biomass building and would be mounted
under the roof of the pole-barn structure. The project site is located in a remote area, and nighttime lighting
would not affect significant numbers of people in the immediate area. Two employee residences wouid be
located adjacent to the project site. One of the residences would receive substantial shielding from the Eastern
Regional MRF building. While the site and adjacent areas currently support nighttime lighting sources, the
project would increase the number and distribution of these sources. Depending on their design, intensity, and
location, the additional lighting associated with the project could potentially increase sky glow effects that
would be noticeable from some distance. This impact wouid be considered potentially significant.

Finding
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.

Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to less-than-significant levels
effects related to light and glare.

Mitigation Measure 7-3

The Applicant shall ensure that exterior fighting instafled at the facility will conform to an approved lighting
plan. The exterior lighting plan shall be prepared prior to the issuance of a building permit, and submitted to
the County with the project Improvement Plans for approval. Exterior lighting shall be limited to lighting
required for safe operations and security purposes. The exterior lighting plan will require at a minimum the
following:

Y Identification of location of lighting, height, and positioning of all light fixtures, and type and style of
fight fixtures;

Placer County
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) Lighting shall be directed downward using fully shielded fixtures or fixtures otherwise designed to
prevent light trespass or projection of light above the horizontal, except as needed for safe operations
and security;

y  The height of light poles shall be limited to 20 feet except as needed for operational and safety
purposes. Light fixtures are not to exceed the height of adjacent structures.

y  Ground level illumination levels shall not exceed two foot candies at the project property line,

implementation of the mitigation measure would reduce the project’s lighting impacts to a less-than-significant
level because a lighting plan and installation of fully shielded lighting fixtures would be required and the project
could not exceed two foot candles of illumination at ground level at the property line.

GEOLOGY, SEISMICITY, AND SOILS

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: SEISMIC HAZARD IMPACTS (IMPACT 12-1)

Construction period seismic hazard risk would result from fault rupture that would cause ground displacement
or collapse or groundshaking that wouid collapse partially constructed buildings. As described above in the
Environmental Setting section of this chapter, the project site is located in a seismically active region; however,
no Alquist-Priolo zones have been established on or adjacent to the project area. Therefore, the potential for
fault rupture on the project site is considered low. Peak ground acceleration values for the project area are also
considered low (0.26g for firm rock, 0.28g for soft rock, and 0.32g for alluvium}. Risks to people and structures
from seismic hazards during construction are considered less than significant.

Risks to people can also result from failure to design and construct facilities to withstand seismic activity.
According to previous soil sampling in the area adjacent to the project site, the soil matrix in the project area
includes sand layers that may provide potential avenues for groundwater movement and potential liquefaction
during a seismic event. All projects within the County are required to be designed in accordance with seismic
standards of the CBC, which includes regulation of construction on unstable soils, such as areas subject to
liquefaction. Foundation design and engineering would be based on site-specific conditions. However, a geotechnical
study has not been prepared for the project site and the presence of unstable soil conditions on the site,
including the potential for liquefaction has not been determined. Because soils near the project site exhibit
liquefaction properties, it is possible that similar soils exist on the project site. Therefore, this impact is
considered potentially significant.

Finding
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.

Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to less-than-significant levels
effects related to seismic hazards.

Mitigation Measure 12-1

The Improvement Plan submittal shall include a geotechnical engineering report produced by a California
Registered Civil Engineer or Geotechnical Engineer. The report shall address and make recommendations on
the following:

A) Road, pavement, and parking area design;

12 Cabin Creek Biomass Facility Project Findings of Fact
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B) Structural foundations, including retaining wall design (if applicable);

C) Grading practices;

D) Erosion/winterization;

E) Special problems discovered onsile, (i.e., groundwater, expansive/unstable soils, etc.); and
F) Slope stability.

If the soils report indicates the presence of critically expansive or other soils problems that, if not corrected,
could lead to structural defects, a certification of completion of the requirements of the solls report shall be
required prior to approval of the Improvement Plans. It is the responsibility of the Applicant to provide for
engineering inspection and certification that earthwork has been performed in conformity with
recommendations contained in the report.

Implementation of these mitigation measures would reduce significant impacts associated with seismic hazards
and slope instability to a less-than-significant level by requiring that grading and construction follows
recommendations of a site-specific geotechnical report and that earthwork is monitored by a geotechnical
engineer.

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH LANDSLIDE, LATERAL SPREADING,
SUBSIDENCE, OR COLLAPSE (IMPACT 12-2)

The site generally slopes from northwest to southeast at between 5 and 25 percent grade. The site earthwork is
expected to total 12,000 cubic yards of export, with approximately 30,000 cubic yards of cut and 18,000 cubic
yards of fiil. Because the site is sloping and grading will involve cut and fill, there is a potential for grading
activities to create slope instability if not properly designed. A site-specific geotechnical study and the final
grading plan have not been prepared for the project; therefore, the potential exists for unstable slopes or other
soil hazards to occur. Impacts associated with landslides, lateral spreading, subsidence, or collapse would be
considered potentially significant.

Finding
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.

Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to less-than-significant levels
effects related to landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, or collapse.

Mitigation Measure 12-2
The Applicant shall implement Mitigation Measure 12-1.

Implementation of Mitigation Measures 12-1 (above} would reduce significant impacts associated with unstable
slopes or other soils hazards to a less-than-significant level by requiring that grading and construction follows
recommendations of a site-specific geotechnical report and that earthwork is monitored by a geotechnical
engineer,

Placer County -
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HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: CONSTRUCTION-RELATED EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION IMPACTS
(ImpACT 13-1)

The project area is located on a sloped site adjacent to the Eastern Regional MRF and Transfer Station at an
elevation ranging from about 6,290 to about 6,320 feet above sea level. The site generally slopes from north to
south at between 5 and 25 percent and drains by natural overland flow and drainage swales that traverse the
property.

Construction of the proposed improvements would disturb site soils through vegetation removal, grading,
excavation, and building construction. Earthwork at the site would resuit in the export of approximately 12,000
cubic yards of material, with approximately 30,000 cubic yards of cut and 18,000 cubic yards of fill. it is
anticipated that the excess soil excavated from the project site would be deposited on the adjacent landfill site.

If not properly controlled, intense rainfall and associated storm water runoff that occurs during construction
could result in short periods of sheet erosion within areas of exposed or stockpiled soils. If uncontrolled, these
soil materials could flow off the site and to surrounding water bodies including the Truckee River. Further, the
compaction of soils by heavy construction equipment may reduce the infiltration capacity of soils and increase
the potential for runoff and downstream sedimentation.

Construction activities could also result in substantial storm water discharges of suspended soils and other
pollutants from the project construction site. Construction-related chemicals (fuels, paints, adhesives, etc.)
could be washed into surface waters by storm water runoff. The deposition of pollutants {gas, oil, etc.} onto the
ground surface by construction vehicles could similarly result in the transport of pollutants to surface waters by
storm water runoff or seepage of such pollutants into groundwater. Non-storm water discharges could result
from activities such as discharge or accidental spills of hazardous substances such as fuels, oils, concrete, paints,
or other construction materials. Because the proposed project could contribute substantial additional sources of
soil erosion and sedimentation and the release of other poliutants during construction activities, this would be a
potentially significant impact.

Finding

Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment. Also, those changes or alterations
are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of another public agency and have been, or can and should be,
adopted by that other agency.

Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to less-than-significant levels
effects resulting from construction-related erosion and sedimentation impacts.

Mitigation Measure 13-1

Final design of the detention facilities shall be inciuded in the Final Drainage Report submitted with the
improvement Plans for the project. The final improvement plans shail contain the following information
regarding stormwater drainage.

{a) The Applicant shall prepare and submit Improvement Plans, specifications and cost estimates {per the
requirements of Section Il of the Land Development Manual [LDM] that are in effect at the time of
submittal) to the County for review and approval. The plans shall show all physical improvements as
required by the conditions for the project as well as pertinent topographical features both on and off
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site. All existing and proposed utilities and easements, onsite and adjacent to the project, which may
be affected by planned construction, shall be shown on the plans. All landscaping and irrigation
facilities within the public right-of-way (or public easements), or landscaping within sight distance
areas at intersections, shall be included in the Improvement Plans. The Applicant shail pay plan check
and inspection fees with the first Improvement Plan submittal. (NOTE: Prior to plan approval, all
applicable recording and reproduction costs shall be paid}. The cost of the above-noted landscape and
irrigation facilities shall be included in the estimates used to determine these fees. it is the Applicant’s
responsibiliy to obtain all required agency signatures on the plans and to secure department
approvals. If the Design/Site Review process and/or Development Review Committee (DRC) review is
required as a condition of approval for the project, sald review process shall be completed prior to
submittal of Improvement Plans. Record drawings shall be prepared and signed by a California
Registered Civil Engineer at the Applicant’s expense and shall be submitted to the County in both hard
copy and electronic versions in a format to be approved by the County prior to acceptance by the
County of site improvements.

Conceptual landscape plans submitted prior to project approval may require modification during the
Improvement Plan process to resolve issues of drainage and traffic safely.

{h) The Improvement Plans shail show all proposed grading, drainage improvements, vegetation and tree
removal and all work shall conform to provisions of the County Grading Ordinance (Ref. Article 15.48,
Placer County Code) and Stormwater Quality Ordinance (Ref. Article 8.28, Placer County Code) that are
in effect at the time of submittal. No grading, clearing, or tree disturbance shall occur until the
Improvement Plans are approved and all temporary construction fencing has been installed and
inspected by the County. All cut/Till slopes shall be at a maximum of 2:1 (horizontal: vertical) unless a
soils report supports a steeper slope and the County concurs with said recommendation. Fill siopes
shall not exceed 1.5:1 thorizontal: vertical)

The Applicant shall revegetate all disturbed areas. Revegetation, undertaken from April 1 to October 1,
shall inciude regular watering to ensure adequate growth. A winterization plan shall be provided with
project Improvement Plans. It is the Applicant’s responsibility to ensure proper installation and
maintenance of erosion control/winterization before, during, and after project construction. Soil
stockpiling or borrow areas, shall have proper erosion control measures applied for the duration of the
construction as specified in the Improvement Plans. Provide for erosion control where roadside
drainage Is off of the pavemnent, to the salisfaction of the County.

The Applicant shalf submit to the County a letter of credit or cash deposit in the amount of 110 percent
of an approved engineer’s estimate for winterization and permanent ercsion control work prior to
Improvement Plan approval to guarantee protection against erosion and improper grading practices,
Upon the County’s acceptance of improvements, and satisfactory completion of a one-year
maintenance period, unused portions of sald deposit shall be refunded to the Appficant or authorized
agent.

If, at any time during construction, a field review by County personnel indicates a significant deviation
from the proposed grading shown on the Improvement Plans, specifically with regard to siope heights,
slope ratios, erosion control, winterization, tree disturbance, and/or pad elevations and configurations,
the plans shail be reviewed by the County for a determination of substantial conformance to the
project approvals prior to any further work proceeding. Failure of the County to make a determination
of substantial conformance may serve as grounds for the revocation/modification of the project
approval by the appropriate hearing bogy.

{c} The Improvement Plan submittal shall include a drainage report in conformance with the requirements
of Section 5 of the Land Development Manual that are in effect at the time of submittal, to the County
for review and approval. The report shall be prepared by a Registered Civil Engineer and shall, at a
minimum, include: A written text addressing existing conditions, the effects of the improvements, all
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appropriate calculations, a watershed rmap, increases in downstream flows, proposed on- and offsite
improvements and drainage easements to accommodate flows from this profect. The report shall
identify water quality protection features and methods to be used both during construction and for
fong-term post-construction water quality protection. “Best Management Practice” measures shall be
provided to reduce erosion, water quality degradation, and prevent contamination.

(a) Water quality Best Management Practices (BMPs), shall be designed according to the California
Stormwater Quality Association Stormwater Best Management Practice Handbooks for Construction,
for New Development / Redevelopment, and/or for Industrial and Commercial, (and/or other similar
source as approved by the County.

Storm drainage from on- and offsite impervious surfaces (including roads) shall be collected and
routed through specially designed catch basins, vegetated swales, vaults, infiltration basins, water
quality basins, filters, etc. for entrapment of sediment, debris and oils/greases or other identified
poliutants, as approved by the County. BMPs shall be designed at a minimum in accordance with the
Placer County Guidance Document for Volume and Flow-Based Sizing of Permanent Post-Construction
Best Management Practices for Stormwater Quality Protection. No water quality facility construction
shall be permitted within any Identified wetlands area, floodplain, or right-of-way, except as authorized
by project approvals.

All BMPs shall be maintained as required to insure effectiveness. The Applicant shall provide for the
establishment of vegetation, where specified, by means of proper irrigation. Proof of on-going
maintenance, such as contractual evidence, shall be provided to County upon request.

(e} Prior to Improvement Plan approval, the Applicant shall obtain a State Regional Water Quality Control
Board National Poliutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) construction stormwater quality
permit and shall provide to the County evidence of a state-issued Waste Discharge Identification
(WDID) number or filing of a Notice of Intent and fees.

With implementation of the above mitigation measure, the project’s construction-related water quality impacts
would be reduced to a less-than-significant level because erosion from site soils would be minimized and
poitutants would be captured on the site. Also, the implementation of identified spill prevention and cleanup
plans would limit the potential for hazardous material spiils to adversely affect storm water quality.

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: POTENTIAL LONG-TERM DEGRADATION OF WATER QUALITY
(ImpACT 13-3)

Implementation of the project would increase the intensity of use currentiy present on the project site, which
would alter the types, quantities, and timing of contaminant discharges in storm water runoff relative to existing
conditions. If this storm water runoff is uncontrolled and not treated, the water quality of the discharge could
affect offsite surface water resources.

Water quality degradation from the discharge of industrial runoff occurs when storm water or landscaping
irrigation runoff enters the downstream water hodies and/or groundwater carrying contaminants. Storm water
may encounter oil, grease, or fuel that has collected on roadways and parking lots and convey these
contaminants surface water and/or groundwater. The potential discharges of contaminated industrial runoff
from the site could increase or could cause or contribute to adverse effects on aquatic organisms in receiving
waters. Industrial contaminants typically accumulate during the dry season and may be washed off when
adequate rainfall returns in the fall to produce a “first flush” of runoff.

The amount of contaminants discharged in stormwater frem development areas varies based on a variety of
factors, including the intensity of industrial uses such as vehicle traffic, types of activities occurring onsite {e.g.,
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snow removal services), types of chemicals used onsite (e.g., pesticides, herbicides, cleaning agents, petroleum
byproducts), the pollutants on paved surfaces, and the amount of rainfatl.

Depending on the specific gasification technology chosen for the project, there may be need for pretreatment of
gasification-created wastewater prior to discharge to the regional sewer system. Some gasification systems
require syngas conditioning with water scrubbing. This scrubbing removes the tars from the syngas stream, and
transfers them to the water medium. Although the scrubber water is recycled to the maximum extent possible,
ultimately some wastewater would require discharge. Prior to discharge, this water would be pre-treated to the
standards required by T-TSA through the use of activated charcoal filters. Compliance with the pre-treatment
requirements of T-TSA would prevent significant environmental impacts to water quality from any wastewater
discharged to the T-TSA system.

The potential for the project to contribute substantial additional sources of polluted runoff and to substantially
degrade water quality during site operations would be considered a potentially significant water quality impact.

Finding

Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment, Also, those changes or alterations
are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of another public agency and have been, or can and shoulid be,
adopted by that other agency.

Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to less-than-significant levels
effects resulting from long term degradation of water quality.

Mitigation Measure 13-3
The Applicant shall implement Mitigation Measures 13-1a through e,

Implementation of Mitigation Measures 13-1a through 13-1e {above) would require construction and
operational features of the project to provide sufficient water quality control measures to ensure that the
quality of the storm water would not be substantially degraded. With implementation of the above mitigation
measures, the project’s operational water quality impacts would be reduced to a less-than-significant level.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS AND HAZARDS

SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: IMPACTS FROM EXPOSURE TO UNKNOWN HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
(ImPACT 16-1)

Due to the prior landfill use north of the project site, the presence of VOCs has been detected in groundwater
underlying the adjacent closed landfill site. Although the excavation for utilities, trenching, backfilling, and
construction of proposed facilities associated with project development would not be expected to encounter
VOCs, construction workers and the general public could be exposed to previously undiscovered hazardous
materials contamination. These hazardous materials could include petroleum hydrocarbons, pesticides,
herbicides, and fertilizers; contaminated debris; elevated levels of chemicals that could be hazardous; or
hazardous substances that could be inadvertently spilled or otherwise spread. Because the release of hazardous
materials into the environment could result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area,
this impact is considered significant.

Placer County : .
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Finding
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.

Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to fess-than-significant levels
effects resulting from exposure to hazardous materials.

Mitigation Measure 16-1

- If during site preparation and construction activities, previously undiscovered or unknown evidence of
hazardous materials contamination is observed or suspected through either obvious or implied measures
(e.g., stained or odorous soil, unknown storage tanks, etc.), construction activities in the area of the find shalf
immediately cease. County staff shall be immediately consulted and a qualified consultant registered in
DTSC’s Registered Environmental Assessor Program shall be contracted to assess the situation. Based on the
assessment, the Applicant shall implement necessary remediation activities including but not limited to
removal of soil and debris, treatment of contaminated groundwater, and capping the site prior to
development. All required remediation shall include a DTSC Remedial Action Work Plan or equivalent. Based
on consultation between the Registered Environmental Assessor and DTSC, remediation of the site shall be
conducted consistent with all applicable regulations.

Implementation of this mitigation measure would reduce potentially significant impacts associated with the
potential exposure of construction workers and the general public to previously undiscovered hazardous
materials contamination to a less-than-significant level because construction activities would stop and
appropriate remediation activities would be implemented to remove the potential hazard.

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: IMPACTS FROM EXPOSURE OF PEOPLE OR STRUCTURES TO
WILDLAND FIRES (IMPACT 16-4)

Operation of the proposed facility would result in the storage of potentially combustible woody biomass
materials that could result in or be combustible during a wildland fire. During the winter months primarily, there
would be extensive storage of woody biomass fuel on the site. Biomass stored in piles could be subject to
biodegradation internal to the piles creating heat build-up, spontaneous combustion, and risk of fire. In addition,
the operation of the facility equipment, including the turbine, the boiler, the bag house, and the fuel feed
system and storage area could contribute to this fire risk due to the potential for an explosion or electrical fire.

As described in detail in Chapter 15, Public Services and Utilities of this document, the project would be required
to incorporate all California Fire Code requirements, Placer County’s Local Hazard Mitigation Plan requirements,
Placer County's fire and life safety regulations identified in Placer County Code Chapter 9, Article 9.32 including
provisions that would prevent wildland fires. The USFS requires a minimum building setback of 30 feet from
surrounding properties. A minimum of 50 feet of setback would be provided with the project. Further, hazard
reduction thinning would be implemented on adjacent national forest land to reduce wildfire potential. The
project would not be expected to expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death
involving wildland fires. However, because of the extensive storage of woody biomass fuel on the site the risk of
impacts from exposure of people or structures to fire from this source is considered potentially significant.

Finding
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.
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Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to less-than-significant levels
effects resulting from exposure of people or structures to wildland fire.

Mitigation Measure 16-4

The Applicant shall regularly compact the fuel piles to minimize fire risk in storage piles. The Applicant shall
also prepare detailed written procedures for the management of biomass piles to prevent inadvertent
combustion and fires, and that minimize vectors, odors, litter, and human contact with, inhalation, ingestion,
and transportation of dust, particulates, and pathogenic organisms. The written procedures shall outline the
specific measures that would be implemented to reduce the total pile storage area, and to prevent potential
pile fires due to spontaneous combustion. The written procedures shall be subject to review and input by
the County LEA, PCAPCD, and the Truckee Fire Protection District prior to initiating operations at the site.
These measures shall include at a minimum the following:

a) A schedule for periodic and random load checks of incoming biomass truckloads;
b) Restricted public access to the facility (e.g., fencing);

¢) Fire prevention, protection, and control measures, including, but not limited to temperature monitoring
of piles at least weekly, adequate water supply for fire suppression, and the isolation of potential
ignition source from the biomass piles;

d) Fire lanes between piles shall be provided to allow fire control equipment access to all operational
areas,

e) Daily visual inspections of the storage piles to observe whether temperature-related effects are
occurring (e.g., steam); and

f) Leachate shall be controlled to prevent contact with the public.

As necessary, measures such as rmoisture management (e.g., wetting), pile aeration, tarping, among others
could be implemented to optimally manage the storage piles.

Implementation of this mitigation measure would reduce potentially significant impacts associated with
potential spontaneous combustion in woody biomass fuel piles stored on the project site because adequate
control measures would be in place to monitor and prevent fires. This impact would be less than-significant with
mitigation.

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS: TRANSPORTATION
SIGNIFICANT CUMULATIVE IMPACT: CUMULATIVE TRANSPORTATION IMPACTS (IMPACT 18-1)

The project’s cumulative LOS impacts would not result in significant intersection impacts. Nonetheless, the
project would contribute traffic trips to the County roadway system. On a long-term cumulative hasis, the
County requires that any project that contributes traffic trips would be required to pay the County’s traffic
impact fees. Therefore, County has determined that the project’s contribution of trips to the roadway system
would be a cumulatively considerable impact.

Finding
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project by the Placer County Board of
Supervisors that mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.
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Facts in Support of Finding
Placer County has adopted the following mitigation measure that will reduce to less-than-significant levels
effects resulting from the project’s contribution to cumulative traffic trips on roadways.

Mitigation Measure 18-1

Prior to the issuance of any building permits, the Applicant shall pay County traffic impact fees that are in
effect for the Tahoe Resorts area pursuant to applicable Ordinances and Resolutions. Fees shall be paid to
Placer County DPW. Final determination of the fees will be made once the final site plans are submitted and
approved by DPW.

Implementation of this mitigation measure, which requires payment of traffic fees, would reduce this impact
such that the project’s impact would not be cumulatively considerable.

. Placer County
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MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

The following Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program {MMRP) was prepared in compliance with the
requirements of California Public Resources Code Section 21081.6 and Section 15097 of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. This MMRP identifies specific funding, timing, and monitoring
requirements for implementation of all mitigation measures identified in the Final EIR for the Cabin Creek
Biomass Facility Project.

STANDARD MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM

Placer County has adopted a standard mitigation monitoring program (Section 18.28.030 of the Placer County
Environmental Review QOrdinance} in order to implement California Public Resources Code Section 21081.6. This
program requires that mitigation measures recommended for discretionary projects, such as the Cabin Creek
Biomass Facility Project, be included in the conditions of approval monitored by the County through a variety of
permit processes as listed below.

Development Review Committee
Improvements Pian Approval
improvements Construction inspection
Encroachment Permit

Final Map Recordation

Acceptance of Project as Complete
Building Permit Approval

Certificate of Occupancy

A b A b b A h

The issuance of any of the listed permits or County actions must be preceded by verification by County staff that
certain conditions of approval/mitigation measures have been met. This verification shall serve as the required
monitoring for those conditions of approval/mitigation measures. All of the mitigation measures for the Cabin
Creek Biomass Facility Project included in the Final EIR would be monitored through the County's Standard
Mitigation Monitoring Program. As indicated in the text of each mitigation measure, compliance with each
would be verified by County staff prior to issuance of required approvals and permits. Table 1 identifies each
mitigation measure that would be monitored through the County’s Standard Mitigation Monitoring Program. In
addition, some mitigation measures require ongoing implementation and would require monitoring after the
point at which Certificates of Occupancy are issued. Table 1 also identifies the mitigation measures that require
ongoing implementation, the party(ies} responsible for funding implementation, the necessary timing of
implementation that would occur outside the scope of the County’s Standard Mitigation Monitoring Program,
and the mechanisms for monitoring compliance with each mitigation measure.

Placer County J Zé 7
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Table 1 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
Individual Responsibie
Timing of Frequency and
Mitigation Measure forMonttoring and nitial Act Duration of Monitori

Mitigation Measure 5-1: To avoid impacts to nesting birds, trees and other vegetation shall be removed Placer County Prior to any At onset of
from the project site during the non-breeding season {September 1 to March 30) to the extent feasible. Planning Services vegetation vegetation
If vegetation removal is scheduled to occur during the nesting season (April 1 to August 31), the Applicant Division removal or removal or

R o ) . . . - . . A earthwork earthwork
shall retain a qualified biologist to conduct preconstruction surveys in suitable habitat on the project site. activities activities
The surveys will be conducted no less than 14 days and no more than 30 days before the beginning of
construction. Survey results shali be sent immediately to Placer County Planning Services Division and to the
California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG). If active nests are present on or immediately adjacent to
the project site, Planning Services Division staff shall initiate consultation with CDFG to determine
appropriate avoidance measures. If no nests are found, no further mitigation is required.
Mitigation Measure 5-2: Placer County Prior to any tree  [All activities

a) To reduce the loss of Jeffrey pine forest and protect individual trees on the project site, the Applicant
shall conduct a tree survey to determine the number and size of trees to be removed. The number of
trees to be removed shail be minimized to the extent feasible.

b} The Applicant shall obtain a tree permit from the County, as per the County’s Tree Ordinance. As stated
in the Tree Ordinance (12.16.080 Replacement program and penalties), the County may condition any
tree permit or discretionary approval involving removal of a protected tree upon (a) the replacement of
trees in kind, {b) implementation of a revegetation plan, or {c) payment into the County’s Tree
Praservation Fund. Because the project site would not support replacement trees or the implementation
of a revegetation plan, the Applicant shall either replace trees at an offsite location or contribute to the
County’s Tree Preservation Fund; this will be determined by the County.

The replacement requirement may be calculated based upon an inch for an inch replacement of the
removed tree(s) and may require minimum 15 gallon size trees. The total of replacement trees may be
required to have a combined diameter of the tree(s) removed. A minimum of 50% of replacement trees
shall be of a similar native tree. Replacement trees may be planted onsite or in other areas to the
satisfaction of the County Planning Services Division. Such replanting must not result in the over-
planting of a site such that an unsafe fire condition is created.

The County may decide that if the project site is not capable of supporting all of the replacement trees,
the Applicant shall pay the County the current market value, as established by an arborist, forester, or
registered landscape architect, of the replacement trees, including cost of installation, to go into a Tree
Preservation Fund.

Planning Services
Division

removal activities

completed prior
to approval of
Improvement
Plans

Placer County
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Mitigation Monitoering and Reporting Program

animali bone, glass, ceramics, structure/building remains) is made during construction activities at the project
site, ground disturbances in the area of the find shalf be halted and a qualified professional archaeologist
shall be notified regarding the discovery. The archaeologist will determine whether the resource is
potentially significant per the California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR) and CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.5 and will develop appropriate mitigation to protect the integrity of the resource and ensure that no
additional resources are affected. Mitigation could include but would not necessarily be limited to
preservation in place, archival research, subsurface testing, or contiguous block unit excavation and data
recovery.

Planning Services
Division

Table 1 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
! R , Timing of Frequency and
Mitigation Measure fom.lodtonngand Initial Act Duration of Moni
Verifying CompRance toring
Before improvement Plans are approved, the Applicant shall provide proof to the County that one, ora
combination, of the mitigation options described above has been completed and/or funded. Proof of
mitigation fulfillment wiil also be provided to DFG.
Mitigation Measure 6-1: If an inadvertent discovery of cultural materials {e.g., unusual amounts of shell, Placer County During earthwork |Continuously

activities

during earthwork
activities

Mitigation Measure 6-2; The County shall implement Mitigation Measures 6-1 and 6-4.

Placer County
Planning Services
Division

During earthwork
activities

Continuously
during earthwork
activities

Mitigation Measure §-3: Before the start of grading and/or excavation, the Applicant shall retain a qualified
paleontoiogist or archaeologist to train all construction personnel involved with earthmoving activities,
regarding the possibility of encountering paleontological resources at the site, the appearance and types of
palecontological resources likely to be seen during project construction, and proper notification procedures
should such resources be encountered,

in the event that paleontological resources are discovered during ground disturbing activities, grading and
construction work within 100 feet of the find shall be suspended until the significance of the features can be
determined by a qualified professicnal paleontologist as appropriate. A gualified professional paleontologist
shall then make recommendations for measures necessary to protect the find, or to undertake data
recovery, excavation, analysis, and curation of paleontological materials as appropriate.

Placer County
Planning Services
Division

Prior to
earthwork
activities conduct
training; during
earthwork
activities monitor
for resources

Continuously
during earthwork
activities

Mitigation Measure 6-4. In accordance with the California Health and Safety Code, if human remains are
uncovered during ground-disturbing activities, potentially damaging excavation in the area of the burial shall
be halted and the Applicant shall contact the Placer County Coroner and a professional archaeologist to
determine the nature and extent of the remains. The coroner is required to examine alt discoveries of human
remains within 48 hours of receiving notice of a discovery on private or state lands {Health and Safety Code,
Section 7050.5[b]}. if the coroner determines that the remains are those of a Native American, he or she

must contact the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC} by phone within 24 hours of making that

Placer County
Planning Services
Division

Monitor during
site construction
activities

Continuously
during site
construction
activities
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Table 1

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measure

indwvidual Responsible
forMonitoring and
Vertfying Compliance

Timingof
Initial Action

Freqguency and
Duration of Monitoring

determination {(Health and Safety Code, Section 7050{c]).
If the remains are determined to be those of a Native American, then the following shall occur:

{a) The State Historic Preservation Office {SHPO), the Applicant, an archaeociogist, and the NAHC-designated
Most Likely Descendant (MLD) shall determine the ultimate treatment and disposition of the remains
and take appropriate steps to ensure that additional human interments are not disturbed. The
responsibilities for acting upon notification of a discovery of Native American human remains are
identified in Section 5097.9 of the California Public Resources Code.

(b} The SHPO shall ensure that the immediate vicinity (according to generally accepted cultural or
archaeological standards and practices} is not damaged or disturbed by further development activity
until consultation with the MLD has taken place. The MLD shall have 48 hours to complete a site
inspection and make recommendations after being granted access to the site. A range of possible
treatments for the remains, including nondestructive removal and analysis, preservation in place,
refinquishment of the remains and associated items to the descendants, or other culturally appropriate
treatment may be discussed. Assembly Bill (AB) 2641 suggests that the concerned parties may extend
discussions beyond the initial 48 hours to allow for the discovery of additional remains. AB 2641(e)
includes a list of site protection measures and states that the Applicant shall implement one or more of
the following measures:

i. record the site with the NAHC or the appropriate Information Center,
ii. utilize an open space or conservation zoning designation or easement, and/or
iii. record a document with the county in which the property is located.

{c) The County or its authorized representative will rebury the Native American human remains and
associated grave goods with appropriate dignity on the property in a location not subject to further
subsurface disturbance if the NAHC is unable to identify a MLD, or if the MLD fails to make a
recommendation within 48 hours after being granted access to the site. The County may also reinter the
remains in a iocation not subject to further disturbance if the County rejects the recommendation of the
MLD, and mediation by the NAHC fails to provide measures acceptable to the County.

Mitigation Measure 7-3: The Applicant shall ensure that exterior lighting installed at the facility will conform
to an approved lighting plan. The exterior lighting plan shall be prepared prior to the issuance of a building
permit, and submitted to the County with Improvement Plans for approval. Exterior lighting shall be limited
to lighting required for safe operations and security purposes. The exterior lighting plan shall require at a
minimum the following:

Placer County
Planning Services
Division

Prepare lighting
plan prier to
issuance of
building permit

None

Placer County
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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Table 1 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
" l alRes ; Timing of Frequency and
Mitigation Measure forMomxingand Initial Acti Duration of Moni
Verifying Compliance foring
) Identification of location of lighting, height, and positioning of all light fixtures, and type and style of
tight fixtures;
)} Lighting shall be directed downward using fully shielded fixtures or fixtures otherwise designed to
prevent light trespass or projection of light above the horizontal, except as needed for safe operations
and security;
¥ The height of light poles shall be limited to 20 feet except as needed for operational and safety
purposes. Light fixtures are not to exceed the height of adjacent structures.
¥ Ground level illumination levels shall not exceed two foot candles at the project property line.
Mitigation Measure 12-1. The Improvement Plan submittal shall include a gectechnical engineering report [ Placer County Submit Continuously
produced by a California Registered Civil Engineer or Geotechnical Engineer. The report shall address and Engineering and |geotechnical during earthwork
make recommendations on the following: Surveying report prior to activities
A) Road, pavement, and parking area design; Department |ssElar1ce of .
. . . e building permit
B) Structural foundations, including retaining wall design (if applicabte);
C) Grading practices;
D) Erosion/winterization;
E} Special problems discovered on-site, {i.e., groundwater, expansive/unstable soils, etc.); and
F) Slope stability.
If the soils report indicates the presence of critically expansive or other soils problems that, if not corrected,
could lead to structural defects, a certification of completion of the requirements of the solls report shall be
required prior to approval of the Improvement Plans. It is the responsibility of the Applicant to provide for
engineering inspection and certification that earthwork has been performed in conformity with
recommendations contained in the report.
Mitigation Measure 12-2: The Applicant shall implement Mitigation Measure 12-1 above. Placer County Submit Continuously
Engineering and |geotechnical during earthwark
Surveying report prior to activities
Department issuance of
building permit
Mitigation Measure 13-1. Final design of the detention facilities shall be included in the Final Drainage Placer County Submit Periodically
Report submitted with the improvement Plans for the project. The final improvement plans shall contain the |Engineeringand |improvement during site
following information regarding stormwater drainage. Surveying plans, including  |construction
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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Ascent Environmental

Table 1 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measure

Individual Responsible
forMonitoring and
Vertfying Complance

Timing of
Initial Action

Frequency and
Duration of Monitoring

a)

b)

The Applicant shall prepare and submit Improvement Plans, specifications and cost estimates {per the
requirements of Section H of the Land Development Manual {LDM] that are in effect at the time of
submittal} to the County for review and approval. The plans shall show all physical improvements as
required by the conditions for the project as well as pertinent topographical features both on and off
site. All existing and proposed utilities and easements, onsite and adjacent to the project, which may be
affected by planned construction, shall be shown on the plans. Ali landscaping and irrigation facilities
within the public right-of-way {or public easements}, or landscaping within sight distance areas at
intersections, shall be included in the Improvement Plans. The Applicant shall pay plan check and
inspection fees with the first Improvement Plan submittal. (NOTE: Prior to plan approval, all applicable
recording and reproduction costs shall be paid). The cost of the above-noted landscape and irrigation
facilities shall be included in the estimates used to determine these fees. It is the Applicant’s
responsibility to obtain all required agency signatures on the plans and to secure department approvalis,
If the Design/Site Review process and/or Development Review Committee (DRC) review is required as a
condition of approval for the project, said review process shali be completed prior to submittal of
Improvement Plans. Record drawings shall be prepared and signed by a California Registered Civil
Engineer at the Applicant’s expense and shall be submitted to the County in both hard copy and
elactronic versions in a format to be approved by the County prior to acceptance by the County of site
improvements.

Conceptual landscape plans submitted prior to praject approval may require modiication during the
improvement Plan process to resolve issues of drainage and traffic safety.

The Improvement Plans shall show all proposed grading, drainage improvements, vegetation and tree
remaval and all work shall conform to provisions of the County Grading Ordinance {Ref. Article 15.48,
Placer County Code} and Stormwater Quality Ordinance (Ref. Articie 8.28, Placer County Code) that are
in effect at the time of submittal. No grading, clearing, or tree disturbance shall occur until the
Improvement Plans are approved and all temporary construction fencing has been installed and
inspected by the County, All cut/ffill slopes shall be at a maximum of 2:1 (horizontat: vertical) unless a
soils report supports a steeper slope and the County concurs with said recommendation. Fill slopes shall
not exceed 1.5:1 {horizontal: vertical}

The Applicant shall revegetate all disturbed areas. Revegetation, undertaken from April 1 to October 1,
shall include regular watering to ensure adequate growth. A winterization plan shall be provided with
praject Improvement Plans. It is the Applicant’s responsibility to ensure proper installation and
maintenance of erosion control/winterization before, during, and after project construction. Sail

Department

drainage report,
prior to issuance
of building
permit;
revegetate site
prior to issuance
of certificates of
occupancy;

activities
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Table 1 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measure

Incividual Responsible
for Monitoring and
Verifying Compliance

Timingof
Initial Action

Frequencyand

Duration of Monitoring

c)

d)

stockpiling or borrow areas, shall have proper erosion control measures applied for the duration of the
construction as specified in the Improvement Plans. Provide for erasion control where roadside drainage
is off of the pavement, to the satisfaction of the County.

The Applicant shall submit to the County a letter of credit or cash deposit in the amount of 110 percent
of an approved engineer’s estimate for winterization and permanent erosion controf work prior to
Improvement Plan approval to guarantee protection against erosion and improper grading practices.
Upon the County's acceptance of improvements, and satisfactory completion of a one-year maintenance
period, unused portions of said deposit shall be refunded to the Applicant or authorized agent.

If, at any time during construction, a field review by County personnel indicates a significant deviation
from the proposed grading shown on the improvement Plans, specifically with regard to slope heights,
slope ratios, erosion control, winterization, tree disturbance, and/or pad elevations and configurations,
the plans shall be reviewed by the County for a determination of substantial conformance to the project
approvals prior to any further work proceeding. Failure of the County to make a determination of
substantial conformance may serve as grounds for the revocation/modification of the project approval
by the appropriate hearing body.

The Improvement Plan submittal shall include a drainage report in conformance with the requirements
of Section 5 of the Land Development Manual that are in effect at the time of submittal, to the County
for review and approval. The report shall be prepared by a Registered Civil Engineer and shall, at a
minimum, include: A written text addressing existing conditions, the effects of the improvements, all
appropriate calculations, a watershed map, increases in downstream flows, proposed on- and off-site
improvements and drainage easements to accommodate flows from this project. The report shall
identify water quality protection features and methods to be used both during construction and for
long-term post-construction water quality protection. “Best Management Practice” measures shall be
provided to reduce erosion, water quality degradation, and prevent contamination.

Water quality Best Management Practices {BMPs), shall be designed according to the California
Stormwater Quality Assocfation Stormwater Best Management Practice Handbooks for Construction, for
New Development / Redevelopment, and/or for Industrial and Commercial, {and/or other similar source
as approved by the County.

Storm drainage from on- and offsite impervious surfaces (including roads) shall be collected and routed
through specially designed catch basins, vegetated swales, vaults, infiltration basins, water guality
basins, filters, etc. for entrapment of sediment, debris and oils/greases or other identified pollutants, as
approved by the County. BMPs shall be designed at a minimum in accordance with the Placer County

Ptacer County
Cabin Creek Biomass Facility Project

A7



Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Ascent Environmental

Table 1 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
Individual Responsiole Timing of Frequency and
Mitigation Measure forMonitoring and Inifial Action Duration of Monltoring
Verifying Compliance
Guidance Document for Velume and Flow-Based Sizing of Permanent Post-Construction Best
Management Practices for Stormwater Quality Protection. No water quality facility construction shall be
permitted within any identified wetlands area, floodplain, or right-of-way, except as authorized by
project approvals.
All BMPs shall be maintained as required to insure effectiveness. The Applicant shall provide for the
establishment of vegetation, where specified, by means of proper irrigation. Proof of on-going
maintenanee, such as contractual evidence, shall be provided to County upon request.
€) Prior to Improvement Plan approval, the Applicant shall obtain a State Regional Water Quality Control
Board National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) construction stormwater quality permit
and shall provide to the County evidence of a state-issued Waste Discharge Identification (WDID)
number or filing of a Notice of Intent and fees.
Mitigation Measure 13-3: The Applicant shall implement Mitigation Measures 13-1a through e. Placer County Submit Periodically
Engineering and  [improvement during site
Surveying plans, including  {construction
Department drainage report, activities

prior to issuance
of building
permit;
revegetate site
prior to issuance
of certificates of
occupancy;

Mitigation Measure 16-1; If during site preparation and construction activities, previously undiscovered or
unknown evidence of hazardous materials contamination is observed or suspected through either obvious or
implied measures (e.g., stained or odorous seil, unknown storage tanks, etc.), construction activities in the
area of the find shall immediately cease. Placer County Environmental Health Division staff shall be
immediately consulted and a gqualified consultant registered in DTSC's Registered Environmental Assessor
Program will be contracted to assess the situation, Based on the assessment, the Applicant shalf implement
necessary remediation activities including but not limited to removal of soil and debris, treatment of
contaminated groundwater, and capping the site prior to development. All required remediation shall
include a DTSC Remedial Action Work Plan or equivalent. Based on consultation between the Registered
Environmental Assessor and DTSC, remediation of the site shall be conducted consistent with all applicable

regulations.

Placer County
Environmental
Health Services

Monitor during
site construction
activities

Continuously
during site
construction
activities
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Table 1 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
" IRes; e Timing of Frequency and
Mitigation Measure forl\flonl!mingand Initial Acti Duration of Mon
Verifying Complance tortng
Mitigation Measure 16-4. The Applicant shall regularly compact the fuel piles to minimize fire risk in storage {Placer County Monitor during Pariodically
piles. The Applicant shall also prepare detailed written procedures for the management of biomass piles to  |Environmental facllity operations |during facility
prevent inadvertent combustion and fires, and that minimize vectors, odors, litter, and human contact with, |Health Services operations

inhalation, ingestion, and transportation of dust, particufates, and pathogenic organisms. The written
procedures shali outline the specific measures that would be implemented to reduce the total pile storage
area, and to prevent potential pile fires due to spontaneous combustion. The written procedures shall be
subject to review and input by the County LEA, PCAPCD, and the Truckee Fire Protection District prior to
initiating operations at the site. These measures shall include at a minimum the following:

a) A schedule for periodic and random load checks of incoming biomass truckloads;
b}

¢} Fire prevention, protection, and control measures, including, but not limited to temperature monitoring
of piles at least weekly, adequate water supply for fire suppression, and the isolation of potential ignition
source from the biomass pites;

Restricted public access to the facility {e.g., fencing);

d)

e) Daily visual inspections of the storage piles to observe whether temperature-related effects are
ocecurring {e.g., steam); and

Fire lanes between piles shall be provided to allow fire control equipment access to all operational areas;

f} Leachate shall be controfled to prevent contact with the public.

As necessary, measures such as moisture management (e.g., wetting), pile aeration, tarping, among others
could be implemented to optimally manage the storage piles,

Mitigation Measure 18-1. Prior to the issuance of any building permits, the Applicant shall pay County traffic
impact fees that are in effect for the Tahoe Resorts area pursuant to applicable Ordinances and Resolutions.
Fees shall be paid to Placer County DPW. Final determination of the fees will be made once the final site
plans are submitted and approved by DPW.

Placer County
Department of
Public Works

Prior to the
issuance of any
building permits

Completion prior
to the issuance of
any building
permits
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